[Speech impairment and the Smith-Magenis syndrome].
The Smith-Magenis syndrome (SMS) is a distinct multiple congenital anomaly caused by an interstitial deletion of the chromosome 17 p11.2. The phenotype includes dysmorphic features, mental retardation, speech delay, signs of peripheral neuropathy, and neurobehavioral problems. Also sensorineural and conduction hearing loss are described. In children with speech delay the physician should consider a genetic or syndromal disease.